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1. Why this consultation?

 As a signatory of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Bangladesh remains committed to

achieving the 17 global goals.

« In alignment with the global review and follow-up process for Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) implementation, Bangladesh has submitted two Voluntary National Reviews
(VNRSs) in 2017 and 2020. The government is now preparing to present its third VNR

in July 2025.

« Regrettably, the past two VNRs of Bangladesh failed to meaningfully represent the
perspectives of marginalised groups, including the youth. However, the post-July 2024

youth-led upsurge has created an opportunity to make the VNR process more ‘inclusive.’

« In this connection, this consultation seeks to amplify the voices of youth, particularly
those from marginalised and disadvantaged communities, ensuring their

perspectives are meaningfully integrated into the SDG review process.



2. Youth is a heterogenous community

The Citizen’s Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh,
identified multi-dimensional vulnerabilities as
the primary factor driving the exclusion of certain
groups. It further developed a framework to
define and understand marginalised

communities.




2. Youth is a heterogenous community (contd.)

* Youth (18-35 years) constitute 30 per cent of the total population, according to the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics-Population and Housing Census 2022.

* Youth, however, do not form a homogeneous group; rather, they represent a
diverse and heterogeneous community with varying backgrounds, experiences,
and needs.

> Female- 50.49%

» Transgender/Hijra/sexually diversified- 0.01%

» Urban poor- 1.05%

» Indigenous- 1.00%

> Religious minorities- 8.63%

> Persons with Disability (PWDs)- 1.37%

» Youth not in education, employment and training NEET (18-29
years)- 43.16% (major share belongs to 25-29 age group)

Source: Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)




3. Youth priorities during SDG era

Literature review

1. Next Generation Bangladesh 2015 by British Council, University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh, &
ActionAid (2015)

2. Youth Conference 2018: Agenda 2030 — Aspirations of the Youth”. Citizen’s Platform for SDGs,
Bangladesh

3. Disengaged Youth in Bangladesh: Concepts, Causes and Consequences by Citizen’s Platform for
SDGs, Bangladesh (2020)

4. SDGs and Youth in Bangladesh: Present Perspectives and Future Outlook by Citizen’s Platform for
SDGs, Bangladesh (2022)

5. Youth Conference 2023: Let the country be what the youth aspires it to be by Citizen’s Platform for
SDGs, Bangladesh (2023)

6. The State of Bangladesh’s Political Governance, Development and Society: According to Its Citizens
by Brac Institute of Governance and Development (BIGD)-The Asia Foundation (TAF) (2023)

7. Next Generation Bangladesh 2024 by British Council (2024)



3. Youth priorities during SDG era (contd.)
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3. Youth priorities during SDG era (contd.)
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3. Youth priorities during SDG era (contd.)

Citizen’s Platform Youth Conference in October 2023

Youth priorities prior to the national election 2024, (Total survey respondents -
5144 participants)

1. Freedom of speech

* 36.40% of surveyed youth (18-35) faced harassment in the past while expressing their
opinion.

2. Voting rights

» Despite 89.40% of surveyed youth being registered voters, 53.80% have never voted in a
national election, and 46% have never voted in any local election.

3. Political participation and representation (35.20% of surveyed youth expressed their
interest in political participation and 30% thought that youth involved in the political
parties did not represent general youth)

4. Decent employment (40.20% of surveyed youth’s priority)

Source: Citizen’s Platform’s youth conference 2023




3. Youth priorities during SDG era (contd.)

Citizen’s Platform Youth Conference in October 2023 (contd.)

Youth priorities prior to the national election 2024, as emerged from the Citizen’s
Platform’s youth conference 2023,

5. Quality education (55.40% of surveyed youth’s priority)
6. Good governance—since corruption and nepotism hinder equitable distribution and
justice
* 69.40% of youth respondents considered corruption and nepotism to be the main
obstacles to the development of Bangladesh. On the other hand, 46.50% considered a lack

of transparency and accountability, and 32.60% felt that prioritising the interests of
vested groups was the main obstacle.

7. Social acceptance
8. Climate justice

Source: Citizen’s Platform’s youth conference 2023
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3. Youth priorities during SDG era (contd.)
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3. Youth priorities during SDG era (contd.)

Comparative analysis of the youth priorities

Economuic issues

1. Decent employment

2. Quality education and skill
development

3. Infrastructure

4. Digital inclusion

Socuwal issues
1. Health services
Mental wellness

Gender empowerment

sl

Drug abuse

Governance issues

AL B

Good governance
Freedom of speech
Voice and Participation
Voting rights
De-radicalisation

Inclusive society

Environment issues

1.

2.
3.
4

Climate justice
Disaster management

Responsible production and
consumption

Clean water and sanitation
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4. Group-discussions

Polling — selection of top four issues by Mentimeter

1
2
3
4,
5
6
7

. YRgETEs ANE / Inclusive Society
. IR 8 e IO / ICT and other Infrastructure

. IPFT 8 g / Voice and Participation

@qd5e P 8 WSl BRI / Quality Education and Skill Development
. T@RIY VARG / Climate Justice

G FWoll4 / Gender Empowerment

cireq FeZY €@ TSt / Decent Employment and
entrepreneurship

. XFPERI / Health Services
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4. Group-discussions

Polling — selection of top four issues by Mentimeter

Instructions

Goto

www.menti.com

Enter the code

3158 0487

Participants will be grouped based on their selection of the four highest-priority issues



4. Group-discussions

Guiding Questions for Groups

1. What are the progress, achievements and future
priorities?

2. What are the challenges?
3. What are the recommendations?

“»Participants are encouraged to adopt a disaggregated approach when addressing
all three guiding questions.

“Kindly ensure that the questions are answered in order of priority, starting with
the most important.



www.bdplatform4sdgs.net

Thank You

BDPlatform4SDGs @ bdplatform4sdgs 8 coordinator@bdplatform4sdgs.net
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