Bringing
Children
Back to Schools
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Background

* Currently, 4.3 percent of children (between the ages of 5 and 14) in Bangladesh are
engaged in hazardous work.

* 51% of young women in Bangladesh are married before 18 years (MICS 2019)

* During Lockdown MJF rapid survey in 21 districts revealed 13000 girls were married at
age ranging from 10 to 17.

* The scenario is alarming as per newspaper reports after schools reopened in
September 2021.

e Many schools across the country in Grade 9 and 10 are devoid of girls

 Recent UNESCO UNICEF reports reveals that lives of 37 million children are disrupted
due to the Pandemic

* One of the fall out is children being forced into work and hazardous work.
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Objective of the Webinar

To bring to the attention of policy and decision makers the alarming
situation of children across Bangladesh in terms of their well-being,
growth and development. Also to discuss the role of relevant
stakeholders (relevant authorities, Go/NGOs/CSO and Parents/teachers)
in preventing early marriage and hazardous child labor.
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Reasons for Child Marriage during COVID-

19

COVID-19 increased vulnerabilities, exacerbating existing social norms and beliefs:

Poverty worsened due to loss of family income (job or business)
especially for the poorest. poverty and not being able to arrange
basic necessities for family members as the major reasons they
perceived for child marriages. Parents needed to shift their
“financial burden” and reduce expenditures.

* School closure meant girls were out of school for extended period, creting a "security ris
for sexual harassment and other forms of violence.

* The local and community accountability systems in place to enforce laws and monitor
within communities became non-functional during COVID-19 or were focused on “life
saving interventions”. Parents took advantage of this opportunity.
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Reasons for Child Labor during COVID-19

Parents lost jobs when businesses were shut down. | i

- Lost access to markets due to transportation g, }2 .
' % tﬂ:“ﬁﬂ
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restrictions, or lost customers due to economic slowdowns.

- Many children entered the workforce for the first time to help support their
families.

- Children had to work because their families didn't have enough food.
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Rapid Analysis on Child Marriages durin

Covid-19 in Bangladesh

MJF conducted a Rapid Analysis of child marriage situation during COVID 19 in
Bangladesh with the support of UNFPA, UNICEF and Plan International

Survey revealed that 13,886 girls between the ages of 10 to 17 were married
during the period of April-October’20.
* Highest number in Barguna (1,512 marriages), Kurigram (1,272), Nilphamari
(1,222), and Laxmipur (1,041) Districts
* 50% of these girls were 16-17 years old, 48% girls 13-15 and 2% 10-12.
* Three-fourths (78%) of these marriages were initiated by parents.
 35% (4,866) of these marriages was registered by marriage registrars.
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MJF Telephone Survey on Child Labor

Situation-April’20-June’21

Survey revealed that 2400 children were forced into hazardous work with
lower wages than before.

3240 new children came from rural areas to work as child labour

2500 working children who were previously enrolled in primary schools
with MJF partner support went back to work due to financial crisis of their
families.
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Print Media Reporting Child Marriages and School

Drop Out During COVID-19

Dete — 19.©9. 21
6,500 Rajshahi students became child Ko fﬁm{ kantho

brides amid pandemic

Thursday, Oct 21, 2021
Dhaka Tribune

Date - 03,10.2|
= He-Fag News

R —— Date — 7. {0.2) B8 g 5 :
TR TRA o S b oy

il?l‘"il m@am aﬁ]ﬁm Eﬁe@\g‘ News gﬂm%m ek ek i

Y BLRRGE ST bE GAel LS ANl WISH, WS WEH & bb B NS

Wﬂam mseamnmmmm
! QIS 4D O PICT ACTLR ] | DT

1 ! )
NS =

T Ob- 9 T (R S 9@

*“ " Citizen’s Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh
N GATGTE IR AT ATCEN, AT

Manusher Jonno " ‘

Foundation

11



Recommendations
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Recommendations

ncrease soclal protection for giris and boys incentives tor low income
families to be activated during crises

* Extend awareness raising against child marriage through family
counseling as well as mass media campaigns during crisis like COVID-19

* Sensitize and capacitate law enforcers and service providers to address
child marriage, with heightened awareness during crises

» Activate other helpline numbers (apart from 999) such as 16430
(government legal service helpline) and 109 (national helpline center for
violence against women and children) during crises to assist vulnerable
women and girls

* Engage more cultural and religious leaders in times of crises, focusing on
raising awareness of the main issue but also being vigilant towards the ripple

effects such as exacerbation of harmful practices ),
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F
Overall Policy Level Recommendations ml

* Monetary support to families with children in case of large scale emergencies or crises such as
COVID-19 to discourage them from using negative coping mechanisms

* Every effort should be made to make sure that all Married and Un-Married Girls are
supported to return to school. The Government should take proper initiative to implement
the School Reopening Guidelines and develop monitoring tools for teachers to ensure
girls at risk of Child Marriage continue their education

* National campaigns should emphasize that even during crises, child marriage is still a
crime against the State with consequences

* Government should take measures through their existing mechanism (e.g. Special Official
Order and Circular to law enforcing agencies, local government representatives, marriage
registrars and education officials from their supervising ministry) to alert about increase in
child marriages and monitor their action for proper implementation of the relevant Acts
and hold non-compliant officials accountable.

» Service providers (community health workers, teachers, etc.) should be orientated and

o/\®, capacitated on dealing with adolescent mental health issues and stress due to COVID 19
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