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Budget should leave no one behind
Citizen’s Platform for SDGs says
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Implementation of the proposed budget for fiscal 2020-21 requires a detailed work
plan alongside a periodic reporting system with a focus on the concept of "Leaving No
One Behind", said the Citizen's Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh yesterday.

It suggested using the SDG framework for designing the recovery strategy for the
Covid-19 pandemic by embedding national priority indicators and articulating and
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linking the new challenges to SDG delivery in framing the Eighth Five-Year Plan.

The platform, which comprises more than 100 non-state actors and their networks and
associates, also proposed increasing availability, accessibility and usability of
disaggregated data and setting up a social accountability system, driven by non-state
actors, to ensure delivery to Leaving No One Behind.

The suggestions came under a new initiative of the platform titled "Strengthening
Citizen's Engagement in Delivering SDGs in view of Covid-19 Pandemic". They were
presented at a webinar styled "New Challenges to SDG Delivery in BD and Budget21"
yesterday.

Prof Mustafizur Rahman, a distinguished fellow at the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD),
suggested raising the tax-GDP ratio to 14 per cent, avoiding loan traps induced by
deficit financing, and joining initiatives for debt cancellation and global compacts for
the private sector to attain the SDGs by 2030.

Mushtaque Chowdhury, vice-chairperson of Brac, spoke of the need for healthcare
reforms, including increasing investment in healthcare from 1 per cent of GDP to 2.5
per cent and establishing a permanent health commission.

He also called for separating purchaser and provider to ensure accountability in
procurements and good governance at the management level, and to tackle
weaknesses in research and data.

Asif Ibrahim, an entrepreneur and a member of the platform's core group, suggested
simplifying the process to avail government support in the form of working capital,
initiating public-private partnerships to ensure housing and healthcare for workers
and waiving VAT collection for a year.

Rasheda K Choudhury, executive director of the Campaign for Popular Education,
stressed the need for allocations in education research and protecting gains made with
regard to malnutrition and child labour.

Dr Iftekharuzzaman, executive director of the Transparency International Bangladesh,
said the budget awarded corruption, encouraged inequality and went against the
constitution, laws of the land and the SDGs all the while whistle-blowers were being
harassed.

Shaheen Anam, executive director of the Manusher Jonno Foundation, said she found
no budgetary measures on addressing the challenges such as domestic violence,
increased work burden at home and child marriage faced by women now heightened
by the pandemic.



Shamsul Alam, a member of the General Economics Division of the planning ministry,
advocated for continuation of "soft lockdowns" and acknowledged the need for
avenues other than banks for the financial inclusion of farmers.

Md Shahid Uz Zaman, executive director of the Eco Social Development Organization,
said around 20 lakh people of plain land ethnic communities got no focus in the
budget. Migrant workers in the north-western regions who were made redundant also
necessitated attention.

Smallholder tea cultivators of Thakurgaon and Panchagarh are suffering from a drop
in price of tea leaves from Tk 40 to Tk 14 a kilogram for a syndicate, he said.

There are doubts over how sharecroppers would avail the government support
announced for farmers through the credit market as the package was intertwined with
land ownership, he added.

Ashrafun Nahar Misti, executive director of Women with Disabilities Development
Foundation, said the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics needed to focus on generating
data on whether the 18 lakh challenged persons were getting the government's
allowance.

Just 1.96 per cent of the social safety net allocation was for the challenged, whose
capacity for productivity again failed to get due recognition, she said.

Hassan Ali, president of the Ageing Support Forum, said the elderly, who constituted 8
per cent of the population, were not accommodated in the health budget.
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Citizen's Platform for SDGs: 13m people risk losing jobs

DT

June 18, 2020

Workers look at a layoff notice outside Sigma Fashion Ltd at Dhanaid area of Ashulia in
Savar on Saturday, April 25, 2020 Dhaka Tribune

Eminent citizens, economists call for SDGs implementation

Citizen’s Platform for SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals), Bangladesh on Thursday
said an estimated 13 million people were at risk of losing jobs due to the prolonged Covid-
19 crisis that hit the country's economic activities badly.

The estimated figure was about 20.1% of the latest labour force data (2016-17), said the
platform.

The study titled, "Strengthening Citizen’s Engagement in Delivering SDGs in view of
Covid-19 Pandemic" was conducted by the Citizen’s Platform for SDGs (Sustainable
Development Goals), Bangladesh.

The study report was released at a virtual dialogue themed “SDG's New Challenges and
Budget for 2020-21" in the capital.

People employed as temporary or part-time arrangements were at risk of losing jobs, said
Debapriya Bhattacharya, convener of the platform.

“This number is underestimated, as we did not take into account the new entrants in the
labour market since 2017. Considering the current situation, the number of citizens at
risk of losing their jobs will increase,” he added.

Debapriya also said, "In this case, the backward and marginalized people of the country
are more at risk".

Speakers recommended the government moved forward adopting the SDG structure for
recovery of the economy and employment of citizens.

Professor Rehman Sobhan, chairman of Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) and advisor of
the Platform presided over the virtual dialogue, while Dr. Shamsul Alam, Member (Senior
Secretary) of General Economics Division (GED) attended the programme as chief guest.

The Chittagong Stock Exchange (CSE) Chairman Asif Ibrahim, Transparency
International Bangladesh (TIB) chapter Executive Director Iftekharuzzaman, former
advisor of a caretaker government Rasheda K Chowdhury, distinguished fellow of CPD
Professor Mustafizur Rahman, and Aroma Dutta MP, also a Member of the Standing
Committee on Ministry of Social Welfare, were also present as panel speakers.
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Speakers said ensuring accountability and transparency were vital to implement the
proposed national budget for FY21 and achieve the Sustainable Development Goals in
Bangladesh.

They also said the SDGs implementation would be challenging amid the Covid-19
pandemic.

“We notice a financial weak structure in the proposed budget for 2020-21. The disparity
in various sectors of society would go up further in the country. However, proper action
plan is needed to implement the budget,” Debapriya said.

He said the government should use the structures of SDGs in the national reconstruction
plan and include all new challenges in the 8th five year plan.

“Transparency and accountability in all sectors of our society are badly needed to achieve
the challenges of SDGs,” he added.

Dr Shamsul Alam said the government had laid emphasis on essential sectors in the
budget.

“The government is trying to give the work plan priority to recover the crisis period. We
have short and medium term plans for three years to overcome the problems of COVID-
19, alongside implementing the 8th five year plan,” he added.

Shamsul said “We now need to develop our skills and quality as well as ensure
accountability to implement our visions.”

Iftekharuzzaman said the government should prevent corruption as a priority to ensure
rule of law in the country.

“SDGs won’t be achieved if corruption and disparity are not eliminated. There is no
guideline on how to implement the allocations. Corrupts don’t get proper punishment
now. Money launderers get facilities in the budget. The budget should be reconsidered to
ensure rule of law and achieve the SDGs indexes,” he also added.

Rasheda K Choudhury, former adviser to a caretaker government said the education
sector had not got proper priority in the budget.

“The allocation for education sector is not enough. Private teachers don’t get their salaries
now. However, it’s not logical to increase the price of internet now,” she also said.
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The estimate is from reviewing the data of 2017-18 labour force survey
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For the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, about 1.3 crore citizens of the country are at risk of

losing their jobs. In particular, citizens employed in temporary or part-time employment are
at risk, according to a press release issued on Thursday by Citizen's Platform for SDGs,
Bangladesh.

The estimate is from reviewing the data of 2017-18 labour force survey. Considering the
current situation, the number of citizens at risk of losing their jobs will increase further, it
adds.


https://bit.ly/3gdsqmn

A virtual dialogue titled "SDG's New Challenges and Budget 2020-21" organised by the
platform, Bangladesh, revealed the information.

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, convener of the platform and Honorary Fellow of Center for
Policy Dialogue (CPD), presented the key note in the dialogue, reads the press release.

The dialogue informs that the backward and marginalised people of the country are most
at risk. To overcome the current situation, the government may consider a special

economic recovery programime.

The government also needs to move forward with the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) framework in the process of reviving the country's economy and ensuring economic

security, including employment for its citizens, recommended the dialogue.

It is important to take a detailed action plan and take steps to recover from the ongoing
crisis through periodic monitoring. The SDG framework needs to be specially incorporated
in the country's Eighth Five-Year Plan to address the new challenges posed by pandemic,
reads the press release.

In this case, special attention is required to bring the backward and marginalised people of
the country under cooperation.

Dr Shamsul Alam, member (Senior Secretary), General Economics Department, Planning

Commission, was special guest in the event.

He said that the government would take a short-term action to recover the economy from
the ongoing crisis.

“In all development activities, including the Eighth Five-Year Plan, the government will

consider providing assistance to all citizens who are at risk in the country," he said.

Professor Rehman Sobhan, member of the Advisory Council of the SDG Platform and
Chairman of the CPD, presided over the dialogue.

The dialogue also discussed about the ongoing challenges of women, children, elderly
people, the disabled, ethnic people, people in the remote areas, youths and the backward
sections of the society, reads the press release.



The dialogue was attended by development workers-experts, economists, researchers,
business representatives, youth representatives and journalists from different parts of the
country including Dhaka, Chattogram, Sylhet, Khulna, and other districts.
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Eminent citizens said raising allocation for the health sector alone will not be adequate in
fighting the coronavirus crisis

The Citizen's Platform for SDGs (sustainable development goals) has called for enhancing

the capacity of the country's health sector and ensuring accountability.

They said raising allocation for health in the national budget alone will not make the
government better able to fight the Covid-19 pandemic.


https://bit.ly/3gdsqmn

If you get lost in numbers after making big allocations for the health sector, it means you
really tend to get disconnected from the ground reality, said Economist Rehman Sobhan
Thursday as the president of a webinar.

In his speech at the virtual dialogue on new challenges in achieving SDGs and budget for
FY2020-21, Prof Rehman Sobhan said apart from raising allocation for health, one should
have a clear idea about what one is going to do with the money.

The renowned economist said, "I would have wanted a public commitment to raise the
standard of at list 20 district-level public hospitals to that of the Combined Military Hospital
(CMH) to deal with the pandemic."

Dr Shamsul Alam, member (senior secretary) of the General Economic Division (GED) of the
Planning Commission, said the pandemic could prolong to the end of this year.

"A humane lockdown should be continued to save both lives and livelihoods," he noted.

Dr Shamsul Alam said accountability and capacity building in the health sector should get

priority over raising allocations.

Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) Executive Director Dr Iftekharuzzaman said
although allocation for the health sector has increased slightly in the proposed budget for
FY21 when compared to the previous budget, but there is no specific guideline on

maintaining transparency in expenditure.

"Some influential people will plunder the block allocation for the health sector, making
rule of law questionable further," he added.

Rasheda K Choudhury, a noted educator and former adviser to a caretaker government,
said the education sector did not get due priority in the budget.

"Allocation for the education sector is not enough. Private teachers do not get their salaries
now. Besides, it is not logical to increase the price of internet now," she noted.

Shaheen Anam, executive director of Manusher Jonno Foundation, said the budget for the

next year does not have any new plan for minimising gender discrimination.

"Women are in more sufferings during the pandemic. They are facing more domestic
violence while child marriage is on the rise. The proposed budget does not have any
structural support for them," she added.



Meantime, Asif Ibrahim, chairman of the Chittagong Stock Exchange, urged the

government to simplify the borrowing process from stimulus packages.

CPD Distinguished Fellow Professor Mustafizur Rahman said the new budget has moved its
focus to the health sector leaving the root-level issues.

"We had to redirect. For example, being too much obsessed with health, now we are not

focusing on environment," he further said.

He added, "The raised allocation for the health sector provides a chance for us to work on
universal health coverage. If we can do this, it will help to alleviate poverty, income
inequality, consumption inequality and other factors."

He warned that the Covid-19 crisis could push Bangladesh into debt trap which would
widen up budget deficit further in future.

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, convenor of the platform and Distinguished Fellow of the CPD,
presented the keynote paper at the programme.

He said around 1.75 crore people of the country are at risk of sliding into the poverty line
and 1.3 crore people are at risk of losing their jobs.

"We notice a weak financial structure in the proposed budget. Even after that, a proper
action plan is needed to implement it," he added.

Debapriya said the government should use the structure of SDGs in the national
reconstruction plan and include all new challenges in the 8th Five Year Plan.

"We strongly urge the government for making divided information to meet the challenges.
Transparency and accountability in all sectors of our society need to achieve the challenges
of SDGs," the noted economist also said.



13m likely to lose jobs: CPD
O
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As many as 13 million people in the country are at risk of losing their jobs due to the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, said a study carried out by Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
on Thursday.

In particular, those who are employed on temporary or part-time basis are at the risk of
losing their jobs.

This estimate was made by reviewing the data of 2016-17 labour force survey. Considering
the current situation, the number of citizens at risk of losing their jobs will increase
further, said the CPD.

The study titled 'Strengthening Citizen's Engagement In Delivering SDGs' In View of
COVID-19 Pandemic' was conducted by the Citizen's Platform for SDGs (Sustainable
Development Goals), Bangladesh.

The study was unveiled through a virtual dialogue 'SDG's New Challenges and Budget for
2020-21' on Thursday.

Especially those who are employed on temporary or part-time basis are at risk of losing
their jobs. "We have not taken into account the

new entrants in the labour market since 2017," said Debapriya Bhattacharya, the
Convener of the platform.

Considering the current situation, the number of citizens at risk of losing their jobs will
increase, he said.

Debapriya also said, "In this case, the backward and marginalized people of the country
are at more risk".

Earlier, the CPD had estimated an increase in national poverty rate from 24.3 percent to
35.0 percent due to the outbreak of corona pandemic. This ‘new' poor are about 1.75
crores in number.

Speakers recommended that the government need to move forward by adopting SDG
structure for the recovery of economy and employment of citizens.

Professor Rehman Sobhan, the Chairman of the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) and
Advisor of the platform presided over the virtual dialogue with Dr Shamsul Alam,
Member (Senior Secretary) of General Economics Division (GED), as the Chief Guest.
Debapriya Bhattacharya, the Convener of the platform presented the study.

The Chittagong Stock Exchange (CSE) Chairman Asif Ibrahim, Transparency
International Bangladesh (TIB) Executive Director Iftekharuzzaman, former adviser to a
caretaker government Rasheda K Chowdhury, distinguished fellow of CPD Professor
Mustafizur Rahman and lawmaker Aroma Dutta, member of Standing Committee on the
Ministry of Social Welfare were also present as panel speakers.

The speakers at the programme said the budget needs special attention for 20,000 sex
workers, poultry firms, small shops and entrepreneurs.


https://www.observerbd.com/news.php?id=261320

Dr Shamsul Alam, Member of the planning Commission, to combat the COVID-19
pandemic, the government was implementing different programmes worth Tks, 500
crore under the Health Services Division.

He said the government would do whatever is required to be done to address the
pandemic. To fulfill emerging requirements, Finance Minister proposed to allocate Tki1o0,
000 crore as lump sum.

He said the government may think about 'One Stop Service' system for women and
children and brings it under one umbrella.

Ensuring accountability and transparency are vital to achieve the proposed national
budget for FY21 and Sustainable Development Goals in Bangladesh, said the speakers.
They also said SDGs implementation will be a challenge during this ongoing Covid-19
pandemic.

Debapriya said the government should use the structures of SDGs in the national
reconstruction plan and include all new challenges in the 8th five year plan.
Iftekharuzzaman said the government should prevent corruption at first to implement the
rule of law in the country.
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1.3cr people at risk of losing jobs due to COVID-19 fallout

Staff Correspondent | Published at 11:00pm on June 18, 2020
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A file photo shows workers sitting outside a closed garment factory, which suspended production in April due to
coronavirus outbreak, in the capital. At least 1.3 crore people in the country, particularly part-time and temporary
workers, are at risk of losing employment and incomes due to the adverse impacts of the coronavirus outbreak,

according to the Citizen’s Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh. — New Age photo

At least 1.3 crore people in the country, particularly part-time and temporary workers, are at risk
of losing employment and incomes due to the adverse impacts of the coronavirus outbreak,
according to the Citizen’s Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh.

Many of them have already lost jobs and others are at risks of losing jobs due to the coronavirus
outbreak fallout, said the platform’s convener, Debapriya Bhattacharya, also the Centre for Policy
Dialogue distinguished fellow.

‘This number of vulnerable employed people, which accounts for 20.1 per cent of the labour force,
is an underestimate as we did not take into account the new entrants who have come into the
labour market since 2017 and the labour force in the agriculture sector is not included in the
estimate,’ he said at a virtual dialogue on Thursday.



The platform organised the dialogue on ‘New challenges to SDGs delivery in Bangladesh and
budget 2020-2021’ presided over by CPD chairperson Rehman Sobhan.

Therefore, the number of vulnerable employed might reach between 1.5 and 2 crore if the new
entrants after 2017 are taken into consideration, he said.

The incidence of indecent jobs and jobs in the informal sector with no wage structures and regard

for human rights will dominate the labour market in the immediate future, he said.

The new entrants into the local job market will face more barriers and this is also true for the

returnee migrant workers, he said.

Earlier, CPD estimated that the number of new poor would stand at 1.75 crore as the poverty rate

was expected to increase to 35 per cent from the current 24.3 per cent.
Debapriya said that both income and consumption inequality were going to rise, he said.

Rehman said that the quality of the public healthcare system should get urgent attention with
programmes and commitments undertaken in the context of the COVID-19 situation.

The sector had remained unattended by the ruling class for years as the private sector was being
prioritised.

The quality of district level hospitals should be elevated to the standard of combined military
hospitals, he said.

In addition to increasing allocation, efficiency of expenditure should also get priority, he said.

The platform recommended the formation of a detail work plan for implementation of the
budget.

The government should also use the SDG framework for designing the recovery and rebound
strategy along with articulating and linking the new challenges to SDG delivery in the framing of
the upcoming 8th Five Year.

Planning commission’s General Economics Division senior secretary Shamsul Alam said that
there was no doubt that poverty and inequality would rise and implementation of SDG would be
at risk due to the outbreak fallout.

The government should pursue a higher gross domestic product growth to overcome the
situation, he said.

He said that the government would prepare a three-year recovery plan under the upcoming 8th
FYP.



CPD distinguished fellow Mustafizur Rahman said that the government should start thinking
about the sources of financing for SDG implementation as it would appear as a big challenge in
future.

Transparency International Bangladesh executive director Md Iftekharuzzaman termed the
proposed scope of legalising undisclosed money as unethical and anti-constitutional and

supportive of corruption.

It gives the message to dishonest people that they should do corruption and they will get benefits
in the budget for it, he said.

Editor: Nurul Kabir, Published by the Chairman, Editorial Board ASM Shahidullah Khan on behalf of
Media New Age Ltd. 30 Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 Phone: 880-2-8170450-56 (PABX), Fax:
880-2-8170457

© 2020 Media New Age Limited or its affiliated companies. All rights reserved.
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Covid-19 put 1.3 crore citizens at job
risk
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As a result of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic 1.3 crore citizens of the
country are at risk of losing their jobs. In particular, citizens employed in
temporary or part-time employment are at risk. This estimate is being made
by reviewing the data of 2017-18 labor force survey. Considering the current
situation, the number of citizens at risk of losing their jobs will increase
further.

These observations were captured in a virtual dialogue titled ‘New
Challenges of SDGs and Budget 2020-21’ organized by the Citizens'
Platform for SDG Implementation, Bangladesh on Thursday (June 18).
Convener of the SDG Platform and Honorary Fellow of the Center for Policy
Dialogue (CPD) Dr. Devapriya Bhattacharya presented the key note report
in this dialogue.
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The government may consider a special economic recovery program to
overcome the stagnation, the dialogue said, adding that backward and
marginalized people are at most risk. The government needs to move
forward with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) framework in the
process of reviving the country's economy and ensuring economic security,
including employment for its citizens.

It is important to take a detailed action plan and take steps to recover from
the ongoing crisis through periodic monitoring. The SDG framework needs
to be specially incorporated in the country's Eighth Five-Year Plan to
address the new challenges posed by the pandemic. In this case, special
attention is required to bring the backward and marginalized people of the
country under the fold of cooperation.
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Speaking as a special guest in the dialogue, a member of the General
Economic Division of the Planning Commission (Senior Secretary) Shamsul
Alam said the government will take a short-term action to recover the
economy from the ongoing crisis. In all development activities, including the
Eighth Five-Year Plan, the government will consider providing assistance to
all citizens at risk in the country.

Professor Rehman Sobhan, Member of the Advisory Council of the SDG
Platform and Chairman of the CPD, presided over the dialogue. The
ongoing challenges of women, children, the elderly, the disabled, the tribals,
the people in the remote areas, the youth and the backward sections of the
society were discussed in the dialogue. The dialogue was attended by
development  workers-experts, economists, researchers, business
representatives, youth representatives and journalists from different parts of
the country including Dhaka, Chittagong, Sylhet, Khulna, Barguna,
Sunamganj, Thakurgaon, Bogura.
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Health sector needs accountability : Citizen’s Platform for
SDGs

E businessnews24bd.com/health-sector-needs-accountability-citizens-platform-for-sdgs/

businessnews24bd.com

The Citizen’s Platform for SDGs SUSTAINABLE A
DEVELOPMENT m." LS

(sustainable development goals) has called
for enhancing the capacity of the country’s
health sector and ensuring accountability.

They said raising allocation for health in the
national budget alone will not make the
government better able to fight the Covid-
19 pandemic.

If you get lost in numbers after making big allocations for the health sector, it means you
really tend to get disconnected from the ground reality, said Economist Rehman Sobhan
Thursday as the president of a webinar.

In his speech at the virtual dialogue on new challenges in achieving SDGs and budget for
FY2020-21, Prof Rehman Sobhan said apart from raising allocation for health, one should
have a clear idea about what one is going to do with the money.

The renowned economist said, “I would have wanted a public commitment to raise the
standard of at list 20 district-level public hospitals to that of the Combined Military
Hospital (CMH) to deal with the pandemic.”

Dr Shamsul Alam, member (senior secretary) of the General Economic Division (GED) of
the Planning Commission, said the pandemic could prolong to the end of this year.

“A humane lockdown should be continued to save both lives and livelihoods,” he noted.

Dr Shamsul Alam said accountability and capacity building in the health sector should get
priority over raising allocations.

Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) Executive Director Dr Iftekharuzzaman
said although allocation for the health sector has increased slightly in the proposed
budget for FY21 when compared to the previous budget, but there is no specific guideline
on maintaining transparency in expenditure.
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Budget should leave no one behind Citizen’s Platform for
SDGs says
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Implementation of the proposed budget for fiscal 2020-21 requires a detailed work plan
alongside a periodic reporting system with a focus on the concept of “Leaving No One
Behind”, said the Citizen’s Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh yesterday.

It suggested using the SDG framework for designing the recovery strategy for the Covid-
19 pandemic by embedding national priority indicators and articulating and linking the
new challenges to SDG delivery in framing the Eighth Five-Year Plan.

The platform, which comprises more than 100 non-state actors and their networks and
associates, also proposed increasing availability, accessibility and usability of
disaggregated data and setting up a social accountability system, driven by non-state
actors, to ensure delivery to Leaving No One Behind.

The suggestions came under a new initiative of the platform titled “Strengthening
Citizen’s Engagement in Delivering SDGs in view of Covid-19 Pandemic”. They were
presented at a webinar styled “New Challenges to SDG Delivery in BD and Budget21”
yesterday.

Prof Mustafizur Rahman, a distinguished fellow at the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD),
suggested raising the tax-GDP ratio to 14 per cent, avoiding loan traps induced by deficit
financing, and joining initiatives for debt cancellation and global compacts for the private
sector to attain the SDGs by 2030.


https://en.kalerkhobor.com/budget-should-leave-no-one-behind-citizens-platform-for-sdgs-says/

Mushtaque Chowdhury, vice-chairperson of Brac, spoke of the need for healthcare
reforms, including increasing investment in healthcare from 1 per cent of GDP to 2.5 per
cent and establishing a permanent health commission.

He also called for separating purchaser and provider to ensure accountability in
procurements and good governance at the management level, and to tackle weaknesses in
research and data.

Asif Ibrahim, an entrepreneur and a member of the platform’s core group, suggested
simplifying the process to avail government support in the form of working capital,
initiating public-private partnerships to ensure housing and healthcare for workers and
waiving VAT collection for a year.

Rasheda K Choudhury, executive director of the Campaign for Popular Education,
stressed the need for allocations in education research and protecting gains made with
regard to malnutrition and child labour.

Dr Iftekharuzzaman, executive director of the Transparency International Bangladesh,
said the budget awarded corruption, encouraged inequality and went against the
constitution, laws of the land and the SDGs all the while whistle-blowers were being
harassed.

Shaheen Anam, executive director of the Manusher Jonno Foundation, said she found no
budgetary measures on addressing the challenges such as domestic violence, increased
work burden at home and child marriage faced by women now heightened by the
pandemic.

Shamsul Alam, a member of the General Economics Division of the planning ministry,
advocated for continuation of “soft lockdowns” and acknowledged the need for avenues
other than banks for the financial inclusion of farmers.

Md Shahid Uz Zaman, executive director of the Eco Social Development Organization,
said around 20 lakh people of plain land ethnic communities got no focus in the budget.
Migrant workers in the north-western regions who were made redundant also
necessitated attention.

Smallholder tea cultivators of Thakurgaon and Panchagarh are suffering from a drop in
price of tea leaves from Tk 40 to Tk 14 a kilogram for a syndicate, he said.

There are doubts over how sharecroppers would avail the government support announced
for farmers through the credit market as the package was intertwined with land
ownership, he added.

Ashrafun Nahar Misti, executive director of Women with Disabilities Development
Foundation, said the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics needed to focus on generating data
on whether the 18 lakh challenged persons were getting the government’s allowance.



Just 1.96 per cent of the social safety net allocation was for the challenged, whose capacity
for productivity again failed to get due recognition, she said.

Hassan Ali, president of the Ageing Support Forum, said the elderly, who constituted 8
per cent of the population, were not accommodated in the health budget.
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Adopt SDG model for post-Covid reconstruction plan

3

Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)

Speakers at a webinar on Thursday suggested the government adopt the underlying
structure of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for designing the national
reconstruction plan in the aftermath of the devastation caused by COVID-19 to most
sectors.

They also suggested the government include all the new challenges posed by the pandemic
in the 8th 5-year-plan.

The observations were made at the virtual dialogue on SDG’s new challenges and Budget
2020-21 arranged by Citizen’s Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh.

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, Convenor of the platform and Distinguished Fellow of Centre
for Policy Dialogue (CPD), said around 1.75 crore people of the country are at risk of
sliding into poverty (by falling below the poverty line) and 1.3 crore people are at risk of
becoming newly unemployed

“We notice a weak financial structure in the proposed budget for 2020-21. The disparity in
various sectors of society would go up further in the country. However, proper action plan
is needed to implement the budget,” he also said.

Debapriya said the government should use the structure of SDGs in the national
reconstruction plan and include all new challenges in the 8th five year plan.
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“We strongly demand to the government for making divided information to meet the
challenges. Transparency and accountability in all sectors of our society need to achieve the
challenges of SDGs,” the noted economist also said.

Rasheda K Choudhury, a noted educator and former adviser to a caretaker government,
said the education sector did not get due priority in the budget.

“The allocation for education sector is not enough. Private teachers don’t get their salaries
now. Plus it’s not logical to increase the price of internet now,” she also said.

Dr. Iftekharuzzaman, Executive Director of Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB),
said the government should prevent corruption at first to implement rule of law in the
country.

“SDGs won'’t be achieved if corruption and disparity are not eliminated. There is no
guideline how to implement the allocations. The corrupt don’t get proper punishment now.
Money launderers get facilities in the budget. The budget should be reconsidered to ensure
rule of law and achieve the SDGs indexes,” he also added.

Dr Shamsul Alam, member (senior secretary) of the General Economic Division (GED) of
Planning Commission, said the government laid emphasis on necessary sectors in the
budget.

“The government is trying to give priority in realistic work plan to recover the crisis
moment. We have short and medium term plans of three years to overcome the problems
of COVID-19 alongside the 8th five year plan,” he added.

Dr Shamsul said “We need now to develop our skills and quality as well as ensure
accountability to implement our activities.”
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